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CIVIL MATTERS

Alternative Dispute Resolution

All matters in the Court Annexed Arbitration Program, Court Annexed Mediation
Program, and Nevada Foreclosure Mediation Program should proceed. These matters shall bg
conducted by video or telephonic means when possible. If a personal meeting is necessary,
social distancing must be observed and all participants must wear face coverings covering their
noses and mouths.

For any cases assigned to the Court Annexed Arbitration program, none of the timg
between March 17, 2020 and June 1, 2020 shall count toward the one year deadline to hold any
arbitration hearing pursuant to NAR 12(B). Additional requests to toll time should be addressed
to the assigned District Court Judge on a case-by-case basis.

Extension of Time Deadlines

Pursuant to NRCP 6(b), the Court recognizes the COVID-19 emergency as constituting
“good cause” and “excusable neglect” warranting the extension of time in non-essential civil
case types. This provision expired July 1, 2020. This does not apply to time deadlines that must|
not be extended under NRCP 6(b)(2) (motions under NRCP 50(b), 52(b), 59, and 60 and motionsy
made after NRCP 54(d)(2) time has expired).

Evictions and Foreclosures

Stays of residential and small business evictions and judicial foreclosures are not
addressed by this order. Any change or termination of federal or local directives relating to
evictions and foreclosures depend on the entity issuing the directive.

Response Time for Offers of Judgment

The tolling of time to respond to offers of judgment submitted pursuant to NRCP 68
ended July 1, 2020. After the tolling, parties had until July 10, 2020 to respond to any pending|
offer of judgment.

Rule 16 Conferences

Rule 16 conferences must be conducted by alternative means. The District Court Judges
should continue to comply with the deadlines set in NRCP 16(b)(2) but should be mindful that

attorneys and parties may face difficulties conducting discovery, obtaining discovery responses
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and communicating with their clients. These potential difficulties should be addressed and taken
into consideration when issuing NRCP 16 scheduling orders.

Subpoenas

Attorneys no longer require advance approval from the discovery commissioner to issug
subpoenas under NRCP 45. The subpoena provisions found in AO 20-17 were lifted by AO 20
22. Attorneys are reminded to notice and provide a copy of the subpoena to the other parties
before service under NRCP 45(a)(4)(A). The District Court expects continued cooperation from
attorneys when there are difficulties in obtaining documents due to issues arising from COVID-
19.

Short Trial Program

The Short Trial Program will proceed. Short Trial Judge and Participants must comply
with the Eighth Judicial District Court’s Jury Trial Plan. Short bench trials may proceed,
preferably using alternative means to the extent possible. Due to overtime restraints, short trial

must conclude by 5:00 p.m.

CRIMINAL MATTERS

All criminal matters should proceed. Criminal law and motion hearing times will be as
designated in the attachment to this order. Each judge will have a time to hear in-custody
matters and a separate time for out-of-custody matters. Judges are encouraged to limit status
checks or request status updates in writing and to consider ruling on the papers for motions that
do not require oral argument.

Certified Copies

Certified copies of prior felony convictions for the purpose of a habitual criminal
determination shall be electronically filed in Odyssey prior to sentencing. The filing should bg
captioned “Certified Copies of Prior Felony Convictions.” If the certification seal is on the back
of a page, the page should be copied and attached to the last page of the Judgment of Conviction.

Grand Jury

The three currently existing grand juries will continue to hear cases. The Court will
begin the process of replacing the existing grand juries, beginning with the longest-serving grand

jury.
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Any Grand Jurors who are unable to continue service to the Grand Jury due to COVID-
19 related health or employment issues will be excused on a case-by-case basis and replaced
with alternates.

All Grand Juries will meet in the Grand Jury room, which has been marked to provide for
social distancing of grand jurors, witnesses, court reporter, and attorneys. All Grand Jurors,
witnesses, attorneys, and the court reporter will be required to wear face coverings covering their
nose and mouth while in the RIC and throughout the grand jury proceedings. No food o1
beverages will be permitted in the Grand Jury room during presentments.

Nevada Revised Statute 172.138 provided for the use of audiovisual technology tol
present live testimony at grand jury proceedings “if good cause otherwise exists.” The statutg
requires that the technology ensures that the witness may be “clearly heard and seen” and
“examined.” The Nevada Supreme Court has also provided for use of audiovisual equipment in
criminal proceedings in Supreme Court Rules Part IX-A(B).

During the current COVID-19 pandemic, good cause exists to allow witnesses to appear
before the grand jury via audiovisual technology. In order for a witness to appear by alternativg
means, the State must notify the Chief Judge’s department two judicial days prior to thd
proceeding. The State will provide the time of the witness’s testimony and the name, telephong
number and e-mail address of the witness to allow a BlueJeans link to be sent to the witness.
District Court IT will assist with any issues with the audiovisual equipment on the Court side*
but is not responsible for issues on the witness’s side.

Grand jury returns will be conducted by alternative means to prevent the Grand Jury
Forepersons from having to re-enter the Regional Justice Center.

Guilty Pleas

When the defendant is unable to provide a signed copy of the guilty plea due to
appearance by alternative means, the guilty plea shall be signed by counsel in the following
manner: “Signature affixed by (insert name of defense counsel) at the direction of (insert namg
of defendant)” The judge shall make a record that because of COVID-19 precautions that the
defendant was unable to physically sign the guilty plea agreement. The defendant shall be

canvassed by the judge taking the plea as follows:
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On page of the plea agreement your attorney has signed your name with a
notation that they signed it at your direction. Is that correct?

Did you agree for your attorney to sign in place of your actual signature?

Did you knowingly, willingly and voluntarily direct your attorney to sign the
agreement on your behalf?

Before directing your attorney to sign for you, did you read the guilty plea
agreement and talk to your attorney about the terms of the guilty plea agreement?

Did you discuss that your attorney signing your name at your direction will be
treated the same as if you actually signed the plea agreement?

Do you agree to have the signature placed on the agreement by your attorney to
be treated the same as if you signed the plea agreement?

In-Custody Appearances

All in-custody defendants will appear by video to the assigned judicial departments for
law and motion calendars. Arraignments, competency, and in-custody specialty court matters
will continue to be heard in the lower-level arraignment Courtroom. Except for jury trials, nc
defendant will be transported to a District Court courtroom absent extraordinary circumstances.
Due to limited access to alternative appearances, evidentiary hearings or lengthy sentencings for
in-custody defendants should be coordinated through the Chief Judge’s office. Also, no
defendant who is in isolation pursuant to Detention Services protocol will be brought for any
court appearance.

Defense attorneys will have limited ability to discuss matters with their clients during
Court appearances. Attorney-client conversations will be facilitated if needed; however,
attorneys are cautioned that it will be absolutely necessary for clients to be prepared in advance
of court.

Out-of-Custody Appearances

Due to the limited capacity of the Regional Justice Center at this time, out-of-custody
defendants must appear by alternative means whenever possible, including for entry of plea,
status checks, motions, and sentencing where the negotiation contemplates probation. Out-of-

custody defendants shall appear in person for probation revocation hearings where jail time o1
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revocation is being sought, sentencings where the negotiation contemplates a prison or jail
sentence, trials, and for any matter where the judge makes an individual determination that thd
defendant’s presence is necessary for the determination of the matter.

Lawyers representing indigent defendants are urged to provide assistance to defendants
who do not have the independent ability to appear by alternative means.

All attorneys are encouraged to appear by alternative means. Video appearance i
required in criminal matters unless prevented by technological issues. In order to appear by
alternative means in a criminal matter, attorneys must e-mail the department at least one judicial
day in advance of the Court appearance and provide the e-mail the attorney intends to use to
appear. In case of an emergency that does not allow for one day’s notice, attorneys should
contact the department.

DOMESTIC MATTERS

Confidential Reports

Notwithstanding the provisions of EDCR 5.203, confidential reports (including custody
evaluations, child interviews, brief focus assessments, drug test results, and paternity test results
shall be transmitted electronically to retained counsel, subject to the limitations imposed on
counsel pursuant to EDCR 5.301 and EDCR 5.304. For self-represented litigants, civil-domestid
departments may convey the information contained in the foregoing confidential reports by
telephone. The transmittal of this information by telephone shall include, where reasonably
practical, the reading of the information to the self-represented litigant. If unusual circumstances
exist, the Judge may have the self-represented litigant make a personal appearance to review the
report.

Motions

The Court may deny a motion at any time. The Court may grant all or any part of :
motion after an opposition has been filed or 21 days after service of the motion if no oppositior
was filed. The Court may issue other written orders relating to the motion.

Motions related to emergency legal and physical custody issues should receive priority
with respect to the scheduling of a hearing on an appropriate order shortening time.

/1
/11
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| however, a video appearance by the parents will be considered an in-person appearance for

GUARDIANSHIP

All guardianship matters will proceed, including compliance hearings. Given thg
vulnerability of the guardianship populations, all protected persons must appear by alternative

means. Assistance with emergency guardianships may be obtained by calling (702) 455-4472.
JUVENILE DEPENDENCY CASES

All juvenile dependency matters should proceed. Appearances by alternative means for
lawyers, DFS workers and others are strongly encouraged when possible.

Adjudicatory Hearings

When possible, pleas should be handled by alternative means. Pleas may be negotiated
by the parties and electronically filed with the Court. If the Court accepts the electronically filed
plea, a disposition hearing will be set within 15 business days.

Disposition hearings held pursuant to NRS 432B.540 and NRS 432B.550 must be heard
by alternative means when possible. Reports must be filed with the Court in advance to help
narrow the focus of any hearing. Attorneys for the parents, the children and any CASA may filg
a report to supplement the DFS recommendations for disposition, placement, and services to
further assist in narrowing the scope of the hearing.

All semi-annual reviews held pursuant to NRS 432B.580 may be decided on reports
submitted to the Court by DFS. Annual reviews held pursuant to NRS 432B.580 and NR%
432B.590 should be heard by alternative means to the extent possible.

Termination of Parental Rights Proceedings

Parents may appear in court for initial hearings on termination of parental rights;

purposes of the statute.
Appearances by alternative means are encouraged for any party, witness or lawyer

participating in a termination of parental rights trial unless the Judge determines a personal

appearance is necessary.
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Other motions may be decided on the papers or heard through alternative means. Statug
checks should be handled by written reports or, if necessary, heard by alternative means.

Mediations conducted pursuant to NRS 432B.5904 shall proceed by alternative meansg
when possible. Otherwise, the mediation should proceed with appropriate social distancing. For
in-person mediations, all participants must cover their noses and mouths with face coverings.

Adoptions

Adoptions will proceed by alternative means or in person at the discretion of the Judge.

Court-Ordered Admissions to Mental Health Facilities

Hearings regarding court-ordered admissions to mental health facilities pursuant to NRS
432B.607 et. seq. may be held by alternative means.

Child Haven and Parent Visitation

Placements at Child Haven should be strongly discouraged. Out-of-state visitation will
be allowed unless the Court determines that visitation poses a health risk to the child. Visitation
at Child Haven and parental visitation of children in foster care may proceed if precautions arg
taken to ensure the safety of the child and the well-being of others in the home in which the chilc
resides. The Division of Family Services is directed to create policies for visitation given the
current circumstances.

Timely Filing of Orders

Judicial departments will be responsible for timely filing orders from hearings. The
Division of Family Services will electronically upload orders for the Court for review and the
judicial departments will be responsible for reviewing and filing orders in a timely manner to

prevent disruption of federal funding.

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES

All juvenile delinquency matters will proceed. Audiovisual appearances should be used
whenever possible. No in-custody juvenile who is hospitalized, isolated, or quarantined will be
transported to court or appear for a court proceeding. Those matters are to be continued until the

juvenile is no longer under any hospitalization, isolation, or quarantine. No juvenile matter may
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proceed without the juvenile present either in person or by alternative means. If the juvenile i
unavailable, the matter will be continued.

Signatures on Juvenile Written Admissions

In order to ensure the rights of juveniles are being protected while the court allows
appearances by alternative means, all admissions must be in writing and include an
acknowledgment of rights and an acknowledgment of the standard terms and conditions of
probation or parole. Written admissions must be signed by the juvenile or signed by thg
juvenile’s attorney and be e-filed and accepted by the court.

If the juvenile is unable to personally sign the written admission due to coronavirus
precautions, the written admission shall be signed by counsel in the following manner:

Signature affixed by (insert name of defense counsel) at the direction of
(insert name of defendant). The judge shall make a record that because of
COVID-19 precautions that the defendant was unable to physically sign
the [admission].

The defendant shall be canvassed by the judge taking the plea as follows:
On page [say page number] of the [admission] your attorney has signed your
name with a notation that they signed it at your direction. Is that correct?

Did you agree for your attorney to sign in place of your actual signature?

Before directing your attorney to sign for you, did you read the [admission] and
talk to you[r] attorney about the terms of [probation or parole]?

Did you discuss that your attorney signing your name at your direction will be
treated the same as if you actually signed the [admission]?

Did you knowingly, willingly, and voluntarily direct your attorney to sign this
[admission] on your behalf?

Do you agree to have the signature placed on the [admission] by your attorney to
be treated the same as if you signed the [admission]?
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PROBATE

Probate hearings on the Probate Commissioner’s calendar that are opposed or require 4
hearing shall go forward and be heard by alternative means unless the Probate Commissioner
determines a personal appearance is necessary. Matters that can be approved without a hearing
will be on the approved list if no objection has been electronically filed and served by 9:30 a.m,
on the day before the hearing. The approved list may be accessed on the probate section of thg
District Court’s website at:

http://www.clarkcountvCourts.us/departments/probate

Once on the website, select the weekly probate calendar list.

Probate matters on the Probate Judges’ calendars will be decided on the papers or heard
by video or telephonic means, unless the Judge determines a personal appearance is necessary.

If a party electronically files an election to proceed before the District Judge pursuant to
EDCR 4.08, any petitions on file will be set by the assigned judge.

Original wills only may be lodged in person at the Clerk’s Office.

Scheduling orders in contested matters may be requested by stipulation of the parties
submitted to chambers electronically with an order approving the proposed schedule. Thd
assigned Probate Judge or Probate Commissioner will set the evidentiary hearing or trial,
Contested matters will be decided on the papers or heard by alternative means unless the Judge
or Commissioner makes a determination that a personal appearance is necessary.

Sale confirmations currently set will be confirmed based upon the papers filed with the
Court and without the necessity of placing the sale for public bid, unless a notice of intent to
overbid is electronically filed and served 72 hours before the date of the sale confirmation
hearing. Any petition to confirm a sale filed after issuance of this Administrative Order shall
contain, in addition to the statutory requirements, language advising that the notice of intent tq
overbid must be electronically filed and served 72 hours before the scheduled hearing. After
receiving an electronically filed notice of intent to overbid, the Court will set a remote hearing
through video or telephonic means. Otherwise the sale will be approved in accordance with the
notice. All orders on approved matters will be electronically filed by the Court and

electronically served.
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COURT FACILITIES'

Family Court and Services Complex

Family Law Self-Help Center

The Family Law Self-Help Center may begin providing in-person services. The Self-
Help Center is encouraged to provide as many services as possible via telephone, e-mail, and
other alternative means. Self-represented litigants may obtain help with family law forms and

information at:

www. FamilvLawSelfHelpCenter.org
e-mail: flshcinfolelascn.ore
Telephone: (702) 455-1500 or (702)386-1070

Before re-opening to provide services to the public, the Family Self-Help Center has
agreed to develop protocols to ensure the health and safety of staff and patrons. The protocols
should include methods of limiting waiting times for services, mask-wearing, observing social
distancing, and sanitation measures.

Family Mediation Center

The Family Mediation Center may provide in-person mediation services. The Family
Mediation Center shall continue conducting mediations via telephone or other alternative means
to the extent possible. Child interviews and parent-child observations may be scheduled. Thg
Family Mediation Center shall develop and follow protocols to ensure the health and safety of
staff and patrons. The protocols must include methods of limiting waiting times for services,
mask-wearing, social distancing plans, and sanitation measures.

Donna’s House Central

Donna’s House Central will continue providing supervised visitation, supervised custody
exchanges and other in-person services by appointment only. Donna’s House will continue to
follow protocols to ensure the health and safety of staff and patrons. The protocols must includg
methods of limiting waiting times for services, mask-wearing, social distancing plans, and

sanitation measures.

" This section of the administrative order will be reviewed if the eviction moratorium is lifted.
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Court Appointed Special Advocate Program

The Court Appointed Special Advocate Program may resume in-person trainings,)
orientations and other meetings with members of the public in groups of 50 or less. During any
training, orientation or meeting, social distancing must be observed and all participants musf
cover their noses and mouths with face coverings. The CASA program is encouraged to

continue conducting as much business as possible by telephone or other alternative means.

Regional Justice Center
The District Court maintains responsibility for security in the RJC. In that regard, the

District Court remains concerned about the number of people entering the building during
business hours. Any efforts by building occupants to reduce the number of people entering the
building are appreciated and the District Court remains willing to assist however possible in
these efforts.

Civil Law Self-Help Center

The Civil Law Self-Help Center may begin providing in-person services on or beford
April 1, 2021. The Self Help Center is encouraged to continue to serve as many individuals as
possible by phone, e-mail, live chat, and other alternative means. Self-represented litigants may
obtain help with civil forms, information, evictions and other matters from the Civil Law Self-
Help Center:

www.CivilLawSelfHelpCenter.ore
e-mail: clshcinfo @lascn.ore
Telephone: (702) 671-3976

Before re-opening to provide services to the public, the Civil Law Self-Help Center has
agreed to develop protocols to include methods of limiting waiting times for services, observing|
social distancing, and sanitation measures.

Traffic

Due to the limited capacity at the Regional Justice Center as a result of social distancing,
the Las Vegas Justice Court and Las Vegas Municipal Court traffic customer service counter
located on the first floor of the Regional Justice Center should remain closed until social
distancing restrictions are lifted. Traffic-related matters should be conducted by telephone, video

or other remote electronic means.
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FINAL PROVISIONS

This order shall be reviewed no later than every 30 days and

modified or rescinded by a subsequent order.

Dated this 11th day of March, 2021

shall remain in effect unt#

= -

Linda Marie Bell

4BB 281 C9FA 33A8
District Court Judge

(Jamies W. Hardesty
€hibf Justice
Nevada Supreme Court
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DISTRICT COURT EMAILS FOR DOCUMENT SUBMISSIONS

***SUBMIT ALL DOCUMENTS AS EMAIL ATTACHMENTS IN BOTH WORD AND .PDF ***

CIVIL/CRIMINAL DIVISION FAMILY DIVISION
Dept.1 DClinbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. A DEPTAInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept.2 DC2Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. B DEPTBInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept.3 DC3Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. C DEPTCInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept.4 DC4lnbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. D DEPTDInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept.5 DC5Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. E DEPTEInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept.6 DC6Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. F DEPTFInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept.7 DC7Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. G DEPTGInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 8 DC8Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. H DEPTHInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept.9 DC9Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. | DEPTIInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 10 DC10Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. J DEPTJInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 11 DCllinbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. K DEPTKInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 12 DC12Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. L DEPTLInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 13 DC13Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. M DEPTMInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 14 DCl14Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. N DEPTNInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 15 DC15Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. O DEPTOInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 16 DCl16Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. P DEPTPInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 17 DC17Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. Q DEPTQInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 18 DC18Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. R DEPTRInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 19 DC19Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. S DEPTSInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 20 DC20Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. T DEPTTInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 21 DC21Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. U DEPTUInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 22 DC22Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. V DEPTVInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 23 DC23Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. W DEPTWInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 24 DC24Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. X DEPTXInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 25 DC25Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. Y DEPTYInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 26 DC26Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Dept. Z DEPTZInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 27 DC27Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 28 DC28Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us TPO
Dept. 29 DC29Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us TPOInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 30 DC30Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
Dept. 31 DC31Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us Child Support
Dept.32 DC32Inbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us ChildSupportinbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us

Civil Commitment
Discovery CivilCommitmentinbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us

Discoverylnbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us

ADR
ADRInbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us

Probate
Probatelnbox@ClarkCountyCourts.us
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